Permanent Painting

CHINESE VERMILION
Chinese vermilion is one of the oldest pigments
known to artistic painters. The reader is referred to
the chapter on synopia for a history of the use of this
pigment. Whether the ancient Greeks and Romans
obtained vermilion from China or the Idria section,
it is difficult to say, but the chances are that the Orien-
tal travelers brought some of the native vermilion
with them in addition to that which was found in
Europe.
Vermilion is a sulphide of mercury, and is artificially
made by mixing sulphur and mercury in the presence
of an alkaline solution under heat and pressure. It
ranges in shade from a light orange to a deep scarlet,
and while it is perfectly true that when used alone as
an oil color and exposed to the brilliant sun rays, it
will "darken considerably, when glazed over with mad-
der, as is frequently done after it is thoroughly dry,
it is remarkably permanent, or when properly varnished
it is very stable. It is a good drier and has great
opacity.
CHINESE WHITE
Chinese white is a zinc oxide. Its name would imply
that it is a color invented by the Chinese or found
in China, neither of which is the case. It was invented
in France, and probably to hide its origin some manu-
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